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WELCOME TO MERTONI!

Welcome to Merton! !I'l guarantee that you will all be sick of that line ’ T W
by the end of Freshers' Week, but the sentiment is genuine. You will * % PR -~ i e
find for yourself, most likely very early on, that Merton College is one of : ' :
the friendliest and most welcoming communities around.

You should have received an introductory guide from us through the
post, containing all the bare essentials. This Freshers' Guide will give i
you a much more detailed (and, hopefully, more e ntertaining) overview
of what Merton life is like, and what to expect. Coming to University is a
big jump for everyone, but hopefully by the end of this guide I'll have
calmed your fears, answered your questions, and filled you with
uncontainable excitement at the prospect of arriving and getting stuck
in!

Merton is (naturally) the best college in Oxford, which is (again, naturally) the best university in the country.

We can prove it, too T just consider the excellent food and drink, superb accommodation, and the vibrant

artsand musi ¢ s cene, at very agreeable prices. Then ther et
people i which all comes absolutely free. Oxford has something for everyone, and the events we lay on in

Freshers' Week can only hope to scratch the surface of the vast variety of activities, clubs, sports and
everything else onoffer Don 6t worry about trying to pack anienhbsr e
just as important to make friends both with your fellow freshers, as well as current Mertonians, w ho will all

be enthusiastic/desperate (delete as appropriate) to get to know you.

It's natural to feel a bit apprehensive about coming to a
completely new community like this (I know | did), but
remember that all the fresh ers are in exactly the same boat.
Everyone here is wholeheartedly committed to helping you
settle in happily; before you know it, you'll have made a
whole new set of friends and y o u &é lhaving an
ace/brill/lsmashing/awesome/wicked/mega/spiffing time!

NIALL ALLSOPP
Information and Retur ning Officer
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Did you know? Merton was founded in 1264 by Walter de Merton, making it the oldest College at Oxford. Don't let those misguided
souls at Balliol and University convince you that their Colleges are older.
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WHAT TO BRING

The College provides you with a room for the year, but it's up to you to make it a home. On the next page

you will find a broad list of things to consider when packing. It can be a slightly intimidating task to

essentially pack up your entire life for eight weeks and carry it halfway across the country (or even further if

youbre an internati omanly breught te much)stuff ih mykfirsiotevm |7 as the year

goesony o udgetibetterat deci di ng exactly what (Iynawdeavwe thatlextraaknited wo n 6 t
cardigan behind). And donét forget, al t hough OxXHumndreds ofiskopsroe | at i v
every variety: you can buy almost anything you need, within aten -mi nut e wal k of coll ege
needtolugayear 6s tea supply (in most cases, an unheal thil)
equally, however,remember t hat everything you buy does have to go
go over the top.

Issues such as decoration are left entirely to you. You'll probably want to bring some posters, geraniums,
suits of armour, tiger-skin rugs, real tigers, etc. to liven up your room a bit. There are only a few minor
caveats:

No blu-tac. Your room should have a picture rail or hooks (and you can always ask at the lodge to
have more hooks put up); you can buy picture -hangers in stationery shops.

Noisy or otherwise disruptive items (such as a keyboard or guitar amplifier) should be cleared with
the College first. Just send an email to the Domestic Bursar (douglas.bamber@merton.ox.ac.uk.

If you want a kettle in your room, it must be of the type that automatically switches off when done.
Other electrical cooking items, such as toasters, aren't allowed, due to fire regulations .

Subfusc
fiSubfusad is the name given to the academic dress at Oxford. You will have to wear this for matriculation
(more about this later) and your University examinations ( | wonot mention them again
consists of: ]
Men:
A dark suit

White shirt and white bow tie
Black socks and shoes
Gown and mortarboard

Women:
Black trousers or black skirt and
tights
White shirt and black ribbon tie
Gown and mortarboard
Black shoes

Don't worry if you're missing some or all

of these items (in fact, I'd be quite Not easy to look stylish in seventeenth-century fashions? Not a bit of

worried if you already had a it, as these good-looking Mertonians prove! (It will soon become

mortarboard) 7 you will probably receive  apparent that subfusc provides ample amusing photo opportunities. )

some marketing soon from various places

in Oxford where you can buyit;or, al ternatively, there wil!/| be plenty
week. Although full academic dress is only rarely worn, your gown will get a lot more use i at Merton,

gowns are worn at Formal Hall (one of the two options available for college dinner). Many people choose to

buy a gown made of synthetic material because itd6 s mor e dur abl e a;nhds, howevedisr t o
entirely up to you.

Did you know?  Subfusc is also de rigeur at the Time Ceremony, where we drink port and walk backwards around Fellows' Quad, in
order to save the Universe. It's a surreal experience.


mailto:douglas.bamber@merton.ox.ac.uk

MertonJCR

0)3}

Books

Depending on your subject, your tutor -to-be may have written to you with some sort of list of books you will

require for your course. Don't necessarily rush out and buy all of these immediately i Oxford always sees a

huge trade in second-hand books at the beginning of each academic year, and you are likely to be able to

pick up many of your books with ease and minimal expense thisway. | n addi ti on to tehi s, (
quality that Oxford is most famous for i the incredibly good library provision! | f y o ubuydadoog, ft will
undoubtedly be waiting for you in a library when you arrive.

A Quite Comprehensive List of Suggest ed Items to Bring and Handy Hints

* = Absolutely, inescapably, utterly, unquestionably, categorically essential

Official Items A Extension lead/multi-socket adaptor (hint: only
bring one of these, and try to bring a modern, s urge-

A Funding and loans paperwork* protection model, as college gets a bit frisky with the
A Bank details*, cards*, money, chequebook fire regulations)
A NHS and National Insurance cards A TV(Donét forget a /icenc
A Medical detailst A Tea, coffee, cereal and other food/drink, and Pro-
. Plus if youb6re that dedic
A Passport photos* ]
A . T Personal items
A Some form of ID* i e.g. driving licence, R
proof-of-age card A Dressing gown
Room items A Sewing kit
A Sheets, pillows, duvets* A Toiletries (toothbrush!) *
A Alarm clock* /radio A Towels*
A Desk lamp A Shavers, razors
A Drawing pins for the notice-board A Small medical kit (painkillers may come in handy)
A Cutlery, crockery, mugs, glasses A Stationery*
A Tea towels (hint: wrap crockery in tea towels A Relevant Alevel notes, books
when packing to prevent chips/breakages) A Stamps, envelopes
A Washing-up liquid and cloths A Bop costume materials
A i) Laundry equipment* (detergent, large bag, A Paracetamol and thermometer
~ *
A Fridge (hint: get one that runs quietly, o , Clothes *
better still, silently) A Umm...well, clothes
A Kettle (see the note on the previous page) A Formal weari guys will need a suit for Formal
A Music systemi speakers, headphones, mp3 Hall and subfusc (see previous page), for which
player dock/ charger, CDs, you will also need:

the stone age "
g A Gown, mortarboard i buy them when you get

A Cameraand necessary charger/USB cord, or here (again, see previous page)
rolls of filmtontaggoudre fi
A . : Other
A Computer equipment and wires (see -
technology page), unless y A Bike, bike lock, helmet, reflective gear, lights
A Sports equipment
A Cheap plug-in phone for internal calls A Photographs from home
A Mobile phone and charger* A Teddy bear/blankie/general comfort items *

Did you know?  For reasons of safety, candles, incense, flamethrowers etc are forbidden, so you'll need to find some other source of
romantic lighting.
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BEFORE YOU ARRIVE

College Communications

Unfortunately, there will be a rather bewildering bombardment of bureaucracy before you even get here.
Accommodating and educating 300 undergraduates is no mean feat, and a number of form s need to be
filled in, to prove to colleget hat youb6re not going to run out of
moment you arrive. Fortunately, these days, a lot of this can be dealt with electronically, which makes things
a bit easier to handle (not least because it cuts down the blizzard of paper). About halfway through August
you should receive a mammoth letter from Vicky Lill, the college Academic Administrator. This should be
your first port of call in terms of s orting out administration tasks, and contains a lot of useful information
and instructions relating to matters such as accommodation, medical registration and finances. This email
will contain two very important links, which are also reproduced here:

mone

http://weblearn.ox.ac.uk/site/colleges/merton/freshers2009/ | i nk s teoarmWe b a centr al

information. Weblearn is large and complicated, and often arduous to navigate. It does, however, mean all
the infor mat i on you could possibly need is |l ocated in
Do C h e c Inttpi/veeblegarn.oX.ac.uk/site/colleges/merton/ freshers2009/undergrads/checklist/), which

one

da

F

should hopefully make wading through all-dobe(hehohmaii

http://www.mertonjcr.org/wiki/index is, as the name suggests, the JCR website. Here you will be able to
access a hopefully more readerfriendly array of information about the college, generated by us generous
souls in the JCR. »

Getting through all the admin is complicated
and time-consuming, but the college and JCR |/
do each year make an effort to simplify things f ;
as much as possible. It goes without saying :

that every piece of bureaucracy is deemed
necessary for the college to provide its
incredibly high standard of care for students.
With this in mind, you may ju st possibly be
able to look on the form -filling as a labour of
love. Just possibly, just a tiny bit. No? Oh, well,
it was a good try. If you do have any serious

concerns, donodt hesit
us, whet her via the i
Facebookor email. el 3 y

| o ";"ﬂ'ﬁf Y \L“. "\‘
And now, the bit youobV eyedlahsknBuenEito pWPbrabe kadd 8n paperwork i do
for... coming to Merton! it in the garden, preferably combined with a game of croquet!

Actually Arriving d quite important, this bit
You need to arrive in Oxford by (at the latest) Monday 5 ™ October. Directions can be found on the following
pages.

The academic year is divided into three terms 7 Michaelmas (Octoberi December), Hilary (January i March)
and Trinity (April i June). Each term consists of 8 weeks, which are usually referred to as 1% i 8" Week.
There is also a 0" Week at the beginning of each term d uring which you can return to Oxford early (and do
the work you were meant to do over the vacation), and many exams at the end of the first year runinto 9 ™

Week.

FRESHERS' WEEK

DidDid you know? The expansive University Parks inthe north of the city were originally owned by Merton, but were sold to the
So university in the nineteenth century. Around the same time, legend has it, the large playing field to the south of the colleg e (Merton
Field) was lost to the Warden of Christ Church college in a game of cards.


http://weblearn.ox.ac.uk/site/colleges/merton/freshers2009/
http://weblearn.ox.ac.uk/site/colleges/merton/freshers2009/undergrads/checklist/
http://www.mertonjcr.org/wiki/index

The First Day

The first day at Merton actually contains one of the tough est challenges you will face during your time here
T navigating the centre of the city by car. Oxford is not very car -friendly 7 for some reason, the town
planners in the 0™ Century failed to take them into account.

Having parked up, head through the Lodge into Front
Quad, where undergraduates will be waiting to greet you.
The Porters (and Mertonods porter
friendliest in the university) will be able to give you your
room key and fob. If you're living in Merton Street or
Front Quad, just take your luggage to your room. If
you're in Rose Lane or North Lodge, it'll be simpler to
drive round there 7 turn right out of Merton Street on to
the High Street and then take another right into Rose
Lane. Both Merton Street and Rose Lane are liable to
become very busy on this day, so if your parents are
staying with you for some of the day, ask them to move
on to more permanent parking such as the Redbridge

~ . \ hese Merignians we t alone.in being
AiPark and Ri deo near Allhhesel|l f Lp a%/}'a/ogr&/%m %nge)’ju})ONSee/ng
directions will hopefully be made much clearer by the their new home. (/I presi
map on page 7. depicts, anyway,)

Once you're at your room, everything's up to you. Unpack (or most likely get your parents to unpack), put
the kettle on, get to know your new neighbours, and dive into college life!

Freshers' Week

We all appreciate just how big a jump it is to come to University i we've all done it ourselves. Everyone is in

exactly the same position, and there's no need to worry if you don't instantly form a group of friends here.

Those unfamiliar first few days, surrounded by strangers, willsoon seem a di st ant memory.
very quickly 1T Me r t avelddming feelingand friendly atmosphere is regular
favourite aspects of the college.

Fresher soé6 W eflevents proliding @pportunities to meet both the other freshers and returning
students, including barbeques, concerts and club nights. Slightly less excitingly, you'll also be introduced to

% 1 various College officers, who will explain various rules and
regulations. With any luck, it'll be the last t ime you have to
hear the rules explained to you. There is, unfortunately but
inevitably, a fairly large amount of administration to get
done. There will be a medical talk by the College, followed
by a medical registration session, and also various other
form filling such as registration for the internet connection
in your room.

One of the key events of the week is the University
Freshers' Fair, where you will find stalls for every University
X ) ) club and society (there are over 300), from the OU Real Ale
/s a relaxing and easy way to make friends. . . . .
Formal dress not necessary, but in this case S_ocety to the.OU Korfball Souet)_/ (no, | _dont haye any idea
rather classy, woul/ ¢€ither). Anything you have the slightest interest in, just put
your email address down i you never know what you might
end up enjoying. There is no pressure for further commitment 7 the societies expect some people to lose
interest once term begins. If nothing else , you will at least guarantee yourself a very satisfying feeling of
superficial popularity by the end of the year, when your inbox is full of nice emails from random societies.

Chatting over a cup of
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As all Mertonians know, any good night out will start with a

pint in our excellent college bar, which we keep
(necessarily) well-supplied throughout the year.

Don't Panic!

There are a few events during the week that you
will have to attend, such as the College
Matriculation Ceremony (sounds grand, but is in
fact just shaking hands with the Warden and
putting your name in a book). The University
Matriculation Ceremony follows a few days
afterwards, and is even less strenuous. The
college ceremony will be followed by the
Matriculation Dinner, complete with an excellent
menu, an opportunity to meet your new subject -
mates, and slightly nerve-racking but very
entertaining encounters with tutors, who will in
all probability be just as apprehensive as you
are. Your tutors will also schedule an
introductory meeting at some point, at which

they will outline the course structure, inform you

of anything you need to be aware of regarding
your course, and finally they will probably set
you some work (the tutors seem to think that

the real reason you are here is to get a degree).

Only a few events are compulsory i these are described above, and will be marked on the timetable. So
you're perfectly free to enjoy Freshers' Week however you want. Nobody is going to force you to come along
to club nights or anything else. Having said that, Freshers' Week is the first and best opportunity for all
freshers to make their first friends in this new community, so make the most of it. If the magnitude of the
change gets to you (this will happen to everyone at some point), and you decide that you'd rather be

anywhere but here, help is at hand. Welfare is very strong at Merton, and there will always be someone you

can go to for help (see pages 14 and 15).

Mer toni ans

posing

Did you know? In F. Scott Fitzgerald's modernclas s i ¢ ,

for

a

AThe

qui ck group photo

ami «

Great Gatsbyo, Jay Gatsby n
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Map Key
1. The Iffley Roundabout and Magdalen Bridge : the easiest route to college by car (see below). Leads to
the interesting suburbs of Cowley (Tesco, bike shops, bars)and Iffley (pretty walks, country pubs) .
2. Railway Station: Er m, doesnét require muenfnutewalkfrommaldge.on. About

3. Holywell Street : Merton owns several houses on this street i you will probably live along here in your

second year. Alsohome to the Turf Tavern and late-opening Kings Arms, both popular watering holes.

The Pavil ion ( or fi Plom@étd sports, barbeques, and (most importantly) Merton BOPs.

. Botanic Garden: A splendid garden, featured heavi |l yhe AmberSpygass gnd 8P ul | ma

great place to take someone (for whatever reason). Entry is free if you show your University Card.

Honeyds on A tluaedylitle mpWwsagent, very useful in emergencies.

7. Ha r v e A popular sandwich shop, with a wide range of fillings, and very fortifying breakfast baps.

8. King Alfred Street NatWest : The nearest cash machine. There are other cashpoints at both ends of
Cornmarket, and the far end of Turl Street.

9. Westgate Shopping Centre: Home to Primark and Sainsbury's, andthe aptly named Filth club.

10.Cornmarket: The main shopping street i high-street chains, fast food; access to the Oxford Union.

11.The Covered Market:  Traditional butchers/bakers/fishmongers, interesting gift shops, and cafes.

12.George Street: Plenty of restaurants, a cinema, Wetherspoon&, and the OFS theatre and nightclub.
Leads down to Bar Risa and The Bridge, which are slightly classier than Filth (not very difficult)

13.Beaumont Street:  The Oxford Playhouse and BurtonTaylor theatres, and the Ashmolean Museum.

14.The Natural History M useum and Pitt -Rivers: Two of the most interesting museums in the country.

15.G&D's: Delicious ice-cream, with oft -changing flavours on offer. A good place to start a night out.

16.Blackwell's: The famous bookshop i a huge sale of second hand books at the start of term. Nestling in
its midst is The White Horse, a cosy late-opening pub, of Inspector Morse fame.

17.King Edward Street : Home of amazing Mexican takeaway The Mission, and the controversial club
Babylove, with weekly gay and indie nights (not at the same ti me).

18.Turl Street: Oxfam second hand bookshop, the Turl Bar pub, and Celebrations fancydress shop.

19.Little Clarendon Street: Cocktail bars, another G&Ds, and the gateway to the fashionable suburb Jericho.

20.Bodleian Library ( or @i B Orivérgity library: huge, ancient, famous, etc. May contain books (every
single one ever published, in fact).

21LAhmedods Keblédr tVvamés favourite kebab van, a staple sn:
out of a club, or reeling from an essay crisis.

o

o

Did you know?  During the English Civil War, Charles | stayed at Christ Chuch while his queen, Henrietta Maria, stayed at Merton. A
secret passage |linked the two, so Charles didno6t get s hgetodayi.if
it ever existed, that is.



Getting to Merton

Oxford is not a good place to drive a car. It
has many pedestrian-only areas, bus-gates,
and a complex one-way system. It would
be a very good idea to get a map and plan
out your journey in advance. Satnav
systems apparently often fail to navigate
correctly through the city centre, and you
might just as well turn them off. Whichever
direction you approach Oxford from, it is
easiest to circle the Ring Road  (the A34
then A4074 if approached from the north
or west, and the A4142 if approached from
the south) to the junction with the
A4158 , to the south -east of the city. This
road becomes the Iffley Road if you
follow it straight ahead; ignore the left
turn signposted fiCity Centre 0 (the
B4495) 1 this leads (confusingly) to the
wrong part of the city centre, an d has
caught me out many a time. Then, at the
top of Iffley Road, go over the roundabout

the first left is Rose Lane, where many freshers h a v e

Merto n Street is the second left

Didyou know? Mob Quad is suppo
Fellows' Quad in 161071 and the name obviously stuck.

i L
Driving to Merton is actually a lot harder than these nonchalant
Mertonians make it look. Although, having said that, they do seem
to have arrived at the middle of a field, rather than Merton Street.

, and cross the Magdalen Bridge
their

. After crossing the bridge,
rooms (see fAThe

Never fear if you do get hopelessly lost i
the Merton superheroes may be on-hand to
save you! Or, falling that, just telephone the

college (possibly a more reliable option).

sedly so named because it was home t

Fi



