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Congratulations o n finding the most important b ooklet you will read in Fresher sõ 

Week; if you donõt read any of the booklets provided in the pack, you must read this!  

The Merton Entz Guide is your definitive guide to most of the pubs and clubs, the places 

where you can wi ne and dine and generally do anything you could ever want from Ox -

ford entertainment wise.  

This year we (Jon and Alistair ) will be your entz reps and itõs our job to make your time 

at Merton as enjoyable as possible. Weõve got a whole host of events lined up for you in 

Freshersõ week and the rest of the year. You should have a timetable for Freshersõ week 

in your pack and you will be able to find the entz termcard on the JCR website and our 

facebook group in due course.  

As your entz  reps, it is our belief  that your time here should be as fun as possible and 

to that end we have provided you with a set of reviews of all the places weõve been to 

and feel you guys should know about. The places have been reviewed on a scale of 0  to 

5 as shown below:  

Fun: As F un as...  0 -Being set on fire  

5 - A Merton Bop.  

 

Music: 0 Scooch. 5 ð A Merton 

Bop  

Cost:  0 ð Really expensive 5 ð 

Cheap as chips  

Hot and Stuffiness:  0 - Sumo wrestlerõs jock strap 

5 -Top of Mount Everest  

Stickiness of Floor:  0 ð Like treacle  5 

ð Teflon coated  

Food:  0 ð Egg in a cup with a lemsip 5 ð Our home 

cooking.  



 

 

 

The bar is the centre of the college social life, whether youõre just going to relax with a 

few friends in the evening, taking a mid -essay toastie break or getting in some cheap 

pre drinks before heading out for a night out  in Park  End.  

Personal touches such as the Merton memorabilia of 

past JCR members and rugby champions which adorn 

the walls make you feel really at home, and youõd be 

surprised how much you can bond with  people dur ing 

an argument over what song to play on our free retro 

jukebox. Every year we appoint a new bar rep. who 

liaises with the bar staff to ensure that we get the most 

from our bar and who also keeps the bar notice board 

and the jukebox updated. This yearõs bar rep is Paul 

Bryant, and the power has clearly immediately got to 

his head as now insists on drinking every drink from 

his ceremonial Bar Steward tankard. On the plus side, 

he claims he will finally remove  Dr. Hook from the 

jukebox once and f or all.  

  

Our number one Northern barman, Dave, and trusty sidekick Natalie are always on hand 

to cater to your every whim. Not only do they serve an impressive array of alcoholic 

beverages, but they also have an entire fridge full of soft drinks, not to m ention the 

wide range of bar snacks including the infamous Merton toasties. The bar offers three 

flavours, pizza, ham and cheese, and the new ly reinstated cheese and pickle;  or if your 

appetiteõs anything like mine, try eating all three in one go in a chee sy mess.  

Remember, youõre not a true Mertonian until youõve sampled the bright green 

concoction affectionately known as a Powerpint.  

Being a college famed for its prowess in ôsportsõ such as pool and darts, the games 

room can be found just across the corr idor from the bar complete with tennis, pinball 

and quiz machines as well as free table football and a p ool table. Whether or not youõre 

a darts nut or pool shark  we can guarantee youõll be addicted to the quizzie by the end 

of second week.  

 



 

 

However if yo u donõt feel up to participating in one of 

Billõs excellent, yet intellectually straining, fortnightly bar 

quizzes, or partaking in a characteristically intense game 

of Merton pool , you and your pint could always retreat 

up stairs to relax on the amazing l eather sofas in front of 

the TV. Be warned though, things can get a little rowdy if 

the footballõs on, not to mention the crowds that pile in 

when itõs time for Dr Who. Then again, thereõs nothing 

like some joint TV viewing to raise college camaraderie.  

Additionally, as youõll find in Freshersõ week, the bar is the 

beginning of every big night out, and this term weõll be 

aiming to let you all know in advance when a large group 

of us Mertonians will be going out so we can all meet in 

the bar and then descen d on a club en masse. This also 

means that if you donõt feel like going out clubbing you 

could always come along and have a few drinks and a 

laugh with everyone first, before we head out to have an 

immense time embarrassing ourselves on the Oxford 

danceflo ors.  

 

 

Mertonôs legendary barman, 

Dave, with a hefty order of 

powerpints.  



 

 

 

The be all and end all events of the Merton social calendar are the legendary, scandalous 

and highly eventful Breaches of the Peace, more commonly known as BOPs.  

Often referred  to as ôglorified school discosõ, we have to admit this is a pretty accurate 

description, but that never stopped us having an absolutely awesome night for every sin -

gle one of the ten (out of ten) BOPs that we attended in our first year.  

 
Unlike other co lleges, having BOPs in their JCR and bar areas, we are lucky enough to 

have ours off site, a mere five minute walk away in the Pav (the Merton Sports Pavilion). 

This superior venue means that Merton BOPs are louder and longer than any other col -

lege courte sy of our professional sound system set up and managed by your resident 

superstar DJS, the entz team and ending at an impressive 2 am, in contrast to the mid -

night curfews of other colleges. On top of all this high tech equipment, blasting out your 

favouri te tunes along with the best cheese and dance that Oxford has to offer, we also 

hire out state of the art lighting equipment, adding UV lights and lasers to complete 

your exhilarating BOP experience. Our professional bouncers also keep away any pesky 

gate crashers, although if you do want to bring a group of mates from other colleges or 

from back home just let us know in good time and weõll put them on the exclusive Mer-

ton guestlist.  

Before the first and last BOPs of each term weõll also be throwing you a pre -BOP party in 

the JCR with free alcohol and soft drinks to get everyone in the party mood before head - 

ing off to the Pav and the cheap bar, with the ever faithful Dave and  

Natalie serving drinks all night long .   

Of course every BOP is themed and yo u can put as little or as much 

effort into your costume as you want. Some people will spend days 

before hand designing costumes with endless amounts of paper ma -

che, chicken wire and craft glue whilst others spend Saturday rush -

ing round Primark and Celebr ations in a last minute attempt to find 

something vaguely colourful and relevant. Needless to say, several of 

the boys give into their secret desires and manage to interpret every 

single theme as ôCross Dressingõ.  

 




